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wealthy man of forty-six, an eccentric hypo-
chondriac, stout, heavy, and sour, but not
stupid, and not ill-natured ; he fell in love with
her, and offered her his hand. She consented to
become his wife, and he lived six 3'ears with her,
and on his death settled all his property upon
her. Anna Sergyevna remained in the country
for nearly a year after his death ; then she went
abroad with her sister, but only stopped in Ger-
many ; she got tired of it, and came back to
live at her favourite Nikolskoe, which was nearly
thirty miles from the town of X-----.   There
she had a magnificent, splendidly furnished
house and a beautiful garden, with conserva-
tories; her late husband had spared no ex-
pense to gratify his fancies. Anna Sergyevna
went very rarely to the town, generally only on
business, and even then she did not stay long.
She was not liked in the province; there had
been a fearful outcry at her marriage with
Odintsov, all sorts of fictions were told about
her; it was asserted that she had helped her
father in his cardsharping tricks, and even that
she had gone abroad for excellent reasons, that
it had been necessary to conceal the lamentable
consequences . . . 'You understand?1 the in-
dignant gossips would wind up. * She has gone
through the fire/ was said of her; to which a
noted provincial wit usually added: 'And
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